FY2018 Annual Report

The Prince George’s County Family Justice Center, an initiative of
the Circuit Court, was established in 2016 to improve the system’s
response to those who have been impacted by domestic violence,
sexual assault, human trafficking and elder abuse. With more than
20 on-site partners, a full array of co-located services are provided
through a coordinated, collaborative and holistic advocacy model.
This approach enhances a survivor’s access to critical resources
with a streamlined process that makes the path to safety for
survivors and families clearer.
The Prince George’s County Family Justice Center is identified as
a best-practice by the United States Department of Justice. This
new and innovative model enables local government and private
community-based organizations to work together and create public
value. In so doing, we are changing lives and restoring hope while
making a positive impact on the lives of those we serve.

Mission
Our mission is to serve the needs of citizens impacted by domestic
violence, sexual assault, human trafficking and elder abuse in a caring
and compassionate environment by delivering comprehensive
client-centered and survivor-driven options.

Vision
We aim to transform our community by providing life changing
options to vulnerable populations impacted by family violence.
Our integrated, comprehensive and sustained continuum of services
will empower people to find hope and restoration in their lives.

The Governor’s Office of Crime Control and Prevention funded this project under subaward number
VOCA-2016-0039. All points of view in this document are those of the author and do not necessarily
represent the official position of any State or Federal agency.
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Message from the Administrative Judge
On behalf of the Prince George’s County Family Justice
Center, an initiative of the Circuit Court, it’s my pleasure
to present to you the FY2018 Annual Report. The past
two years have truly yielded a catalyst of growth at the
Prince George’s County Family Justice Center. The
number of partnerships with nonprofits, community and
government agencies has increased; more volunteer
hours were clocked; hours of operations were extended;
technological capabilities were added; contributions
grew; but most importantly, we served MORE clients.
My gratitude is extended to Denise C. McCain, the
amazing Director of the Prince George’s County
Family Justice Center, and the dynamic staff, partners
and committed volunteers who make up the engine
that churns the Prince George’s County Family
Justice Center.
The ability to effectively and efficiently serve each
client is not only instilled in our core values and echoed
through the interactions with Prince George’s County
Family Justice Center staff members and volunteers,
but it’s developed through a deeper understanding of
your needs, services and resources, which we learn by
simply listening. Because of this, #WeHearYou, serves
as the perfect backdrop for this year’s Annual Report.
#WeHearYou in the moments of total silence as you
enter the Prince George’s County Family Justice Center
seeking assistance.
#WeHearYou as the tears stream down your face while
you explain your journey.
#WeHearYou as you inquire about the resources
necessary for the safety and well-being of yourself and
your children.

Because of your feedback,
we’ve implemented several
holistic programs and
forums to assist survivors
of sexual assault, human
trafficking, domestic
violence and elder abuse.
The programs include
the Stay In Touch (SIT)
Program, a self-empowering
support group for survivors
HONORABLE SHEILA
of domestic violence;
R. TILLERSON ADAMS
The Trickle Effect: A
Administrative Judge
Roundtable Discussion
on the Invisible Signs of Domestic Violence and the
Negative Impact on Children in partnership with the
NEHE Foundation; Survivor’s Speak, a survivor focus
group forum; Neighborhood Watch Community Forum:
Breaking the Silence on Human Trafficking in Prince
George’s County; and, we’ve recently added the Teen
Empowerment Program ... and this is just the beginning!
So, as you continue to find the strength deep within
yourself to walk through the doors of the Prince
George’s County Family Justice Center to receive
an array of services that will assist in the rebuilding
process, we promise to remain a steady anchor every
step of the way regardless of any missteps or moments
of indecisiveness or sheer uncertainty. Charting a
new course may appear daunting, but the Prince
George’s County Family Justice Center will always be a
guaranteed life jacket!
Because, #WeHearYou!

#WeHearYou when you come back to thank us for
changing your life and restoring hope.
Through it all, #WeHearYou!

“A person’s true character and strength is cultivated in the
weakest of moments.”
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Message from the Director
The most important element of communication is
listening. Actively hearing that which is said for the sole
purpose of gaining information, knowledge and perhaps,
insight, is the foundation for the establishment of any
relationship – whether formal, informal, personal or
otherwise. Oftentimes, in our role as professionals we
fail to actively listen to those with whom we engage. We
mistakenly take the position that our background and/
or training has given us “privilege,” to include the ability
to know what survivors are experiencing or how to best
help them. While it is appropriate to inform clients of their
rights, options and resources that are available to help
them navigate the system, never are we to tell survivors
what’s best, what’s “right” or “wrong,” or make decisions
for them. In fact, effective and holistic advocacy requires
input and participation from those we serve.
During a recent focus group, “Survivors Speak” staff and
partners of the Prince George’s County Family Justice
Center, an initiative of the Circuit Court, took a moment
to listen to a number of domestic violence and sexual
assault survivors who shared their stories. The primary
objective of this listening session was to give survivors a
voice and platform to be heard, and in so doing, remove
the shroud of secrecy, shame and fear that is commonly
associated with disclosing physical and sexual abuse.
Further, we wanted to listen to what they had to say
about their experiences throughout the process and
to evaluate our practices to ensure that we weren’t
unintentionally engaging in re-victimizing behavior.
#WeHearYou! We heard you say that despite the
progress that has been made towards recognizing
domestic violence as a serious public health issue
in Prince George’s County, still there remains a lack
of sensitivity in treatment towards you, along with
a longstanding systemic failure to hold offenders
accountable. We heard you and understand that it’s no
longer acceptable to operate in a climate that devalues
your experience, ignores or minimizes your plight, or fails
to validate your truth and individual realities. Moreover,
we must believe you and stop victim blaming.

Without question, the
emergence of the #MeToo
movement has helped to
raise awareness about
sexual abuse, but has also
heightened the level of
conscientiousness around
the broader construct of
violence against women.
Women from all walks of
life are boldly asserting
DENISE C. MCCAIN
that all forms of abuse and
Director
maltreatment are socially
unacceptable and will no longer be tolerated. So yes,
time’s up! The clock has run out on systems, policies,
attitudes and behaviors that deny survivors their basic
human right to be heard and to be treated with dignity
and respect.
With that, it’s time to re-examine cultural norms and
mores, as they are the preceding catalysts to change
the attitudes and treatment toward survivors of sexual
abuse and domestic violence. As professionals, we can’t
be complicit. We must also hold ourselves accountable.
In so doing, we must first listen, then hear survivors
and respond accordingly. The Prince George’s County
Family Justice Center staff, its partners and volunteers
will continue to listen to those we serve and include you
in the process as your voices are vitally important to the
work that we do. We commend you for your courage
and willingness to stand up and speak your truth. Truth
is powerful. Your words can change minds, hearts,
attitudes and communities.
None of this work would be possible without the
unwavering support and leadership of the Honorable
Sheila R. Tillerson Adams. We are eternally grateful to
you for your commitment to this cause and for being
a true champion of justice for all. Also thank you to
Circuit Court Administration, including its finance team,
communications, human resources and administrative
staff for your ongoing support and assistance in helping
to create public value in Prince George’s County with the
Family Justice Center.

“It takes two to speak the truth — one to speak,
and another to hear.”
—HENRY DAVID THOREAU
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Survivors Speak …
I am a survivor of child
sexual abuse. I was sexually abused
before the age of 5 by the boy across the
street [from my house].

Later, I was sexually abused by two
family members from ages 7 to 12. In my
professional career, I have been sexually
assaulted three times. The sexual abuse was
so pervasive in my life that it touched every
possible area, my sense of self, relationships,
parenting and work. Being sexually abused
interrupted my childhood development
and changed my life forever.
[Today,] I am 56 years old and I have spent
seven years in denial and 40 years being
angry. During those years, I spent most of
my time working long hours and being too
busy to take time to acknowledge my pain.
I hit rock bottom in 2014 after experiencing
another trauma and realized that the pain
was not going away until I did my work.
There is no cure for this trauma. You learn
how to live with the feelings and minimize
the damage.
Over the last four years I have been
searching for a therapist who has
experience dealing with sexual abuse. I
consider myself very lucky to have found
both a therapist and support group at
the Prince George’s County Family Justice
Center. I can honestly say for the first time
I don’t feel like I am crazy. I have hope now
and I feel encouraged about the future
of my life and the chances of really living
instead of just existing.
—EXCERPT FROM A SURVIVOR’S JOURNAL
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I am a domestic violence
survivor. On August 13, 2016, my

husband viciously beat me to the point
where if you saw my picture from that
incident today you would not believe that
is me. He committed this act of violence
in front of our then 5-year-old daughter.
I was able to obtain a one-year order of
protection and my daughter was in my
primary care. I had protection for myself
and my daughter. My order of protection
was ending and I wanted to avoid revisiting
[the] court, seeing him and discussing
my daughter’s well-being with a stranger.
I was afraid. I just didn’t want to deal. I
wanted to believe that my husband would
be sensible and leave our daughter in my
care. I was wrong and as soon as the order
of protection was coming to an end, he
threatened to take her from me. I was
mortified and afraid, and did not know
where to turn. I had no money. I was barely
making ends meet.
I decided to go to the Prince George’s
County Family Justice Center for help. I
met an absolute angel. Her name is Ms.
Al Collins. She listened to me, shared with
me and encouraged me to press on. She
literally walked me through step-by-step
and because of her uncanny support, I
knew I could go on! Even the Director
of the [Prince George’s County Family
Justice] Center, Ms. Denise McCain, was
so encouraging and gave me a big hug. I
was successful because I had the support
of Christ and the [Prince George’s County]
Family Justice Center!
—A GRATEFUL CLIENT

Meet Our Staff

AL COLLINS, Intake Specialist

“I empower, I strengthen, I encourage, I listen [and] I
give hope.”

ASHLEY GRIER, Outreach/Volunteer Coordinator

“‘Keep up the great work!’ and ‘[How] can I become
a volunteer?’ are two phrases I often hear while
conducting outreach. Educating and empowering
the community to take action against social issues
negatively impacting their community is the goal of our
outreach efforts. When community members become
engaged with the PGCFJC as a volunteer, they help carry
our message of hope and restoration to the masses.”

DOMINIQUE NASH, Service Coordinator

“You deserve a full life and you have the power within
you to make it happen.”

KENYA POPE, Bi-Lingual Intake Specialist

“To me, that is my unspoken role as an advocate, lending
strength, resources, and most of all compassion to
those survivors who arrive at the FJC in serious need.”

JACQUELINE SANCHEZ, Bi-Lingual Receptionist

“As the first point of contact for our clients, I see
many walk in [our door] as victims, but walk out of
our doors as survivors.”
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Our Partners

On-Site Services & Partnering Organizations Include:
Domestic Violence Advocacy
& Crisis Intervention
(Safety Planning, Counseling,
Court Accompaniment)

Financial Assistance &
Housing Assistance
(TCA, Food Stamps, Rent,
Energy/Relocation Assistance)

•

Bound for Better

•

•

Community Advocates for
Families and Youth (CAFY)

•

Family Crisis Center, Inc.

•

Still I Rise, Inc.

Emergency Shelter Services
•

Family Crisis Center, Inc.

•

The Nehe Foundation

Sexual Assault
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•

MCASA – Sexual Assault
Legal Institute (SALI)

•

University of Maryland
Regional Center – Sexual
Assault/Domestic Violence
Center (DVSAC)

Prince George’s County
Department of Family
Services

•

Prince George’s County
Department of Social
Services

•

Prince George’s County
State’s Attorney’s Office

Human Trafficking
•

Courtney’s House

•

Fair Girls

Criminal Justice —
Crime Victims’ Rights
•

Maryland Crime Victims’
Resource Center, Inc.

•

Prince George’s County
Sheriff’s Office

•

Prince George’s County
State’s Attorney’s Office

•

Prince George’s County
Police Department

Legal Advocacy &
Representation
•

Amara Legal

•

Catholic Charities, Inc.

•

House of Ruth Maryland

•

Maryland Legal Aid

•

The Women’s Law Center
of Maryland

Mental Health Services
•

BTST, LLC

•

Prince George’s County
Community College

HIV Testing, Education &
Awareness
•

Prince George’s County
Health Department

DONNA MELYNDA CLARKE, MPA, MS, DMin., LCPC, NCC/Program Administrator, University of
Maryland Capital Region Health, Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Center (DVSAC)

“The time is always right, to do what is right.” —Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

DELANIE SMITH-CLARK, Crisis Counselor/Victim Advocate, University of Maryland Capital Region
Health, Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Center (DVSAC)

“I like to share one my favorite quotes with clients: ‘Everyone has inside of him a
piece of good news. The good news is that you don’t know how great you can be!
How much you can love! What you can accomplish! And what your potential is!’
—Anne Frank”
BARBARA HARVARD, Special Victim Advocacy, Office of the Sheriff for Prince George’s County

“Your life, your choice, your journey.”

PRISCILA LEMOS, Bilingual Legal Advocate, Sexual Assault Legal Institute (SALI)

“Collaborating with several professionals under one roof helps to meet the
survivors’ needs and connect them with the appropriate services. We all hear
you and we all are here to help.”

SHENE MAGEE, Founder, Nehe Foundation

“You are stronger than you know and you are not alone. Trust God, because he
will see you through and make you stronger.”

KATHY MCKNIGHT, Founder, Bound for Better

“From every wound there is a scar and every scar tells a story.
A story that says, I SURVIVED …”

KAREN PAYNE, M.S., M.A.R., D.Rel., Sexual Health in Recovery (SHIR) Project Lead, Behavioral
Health Division

“Thank you for making a very scary situation easy, I remember when you had to
wait two weeks for results [HIV Test], now you get them in 20 minutes. More
people should #knowtheirstatus.”
DELICIA ST. HILL, Victim Advocate, Maryland Crime Victims’ Resource Center, Inc.

“Our continued mission is to ensure that victims of crime receive justice
and are treated with dignity and compassion through comprehensive
victims’ rights and services at the Prince George’s County Family
Justice Center.”
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Changing Lives, Restoring Hope with Coordinated
and Collaborative Advocacy
Community Advocates for Families and Youth (CAFY)
SARAH ODUAH, Senior Case Manager/DV IHIP Specialist
One of the survivors the Community Advocates for Family and
Youth (CAFY) assisted at the Prince George’s County Family
Justice Center was a victim of a history of domestic violence
by an ex-partner in which she suffered physical, emotional
and verbal abuse and was seeking a safe haven away from the
abuser. This client came in the Family Justice Center in January
2018 seeking emergency housing and rental assistance due to
the fear of the abuser’s mental state. The client was assisted by
the Family Justice Center through several different partnering
agencies for services. Since then, with assistance from CAFY
and the State’s Attorney’s Office Housing Resource, she has
relocated to a new place and has obtained a final protective
order against the abuser and is now doing very well. Through
CAFY’s partnership with a local food pantry, this client was

provided groceries to help support her
family. Overall, the client was satisfied with
all of the assistance she received from
every partnering agency that was involved
in her case. The client expressed her
satisfaction and gratitude to CAFY staff
in a thoughtful card for all the support
throughout everything saying:

“Our family wants to thank you for all your help.
When we were in need and want, you were
there for us. May God continue to bless your
beautiful heart!”

Maryland Legal Aid
CHERYL CHADO, Staff Attorney
Ms. Charles visited Maryland Legal Aid through the Prince
George’s County Family Justice Center. She had obtained
a final order of protection against her husband for domestic
violence. Her landlord was suing her in a breach of lease
case and two failures to pay rent cases. In the former case,
the landlord’s attorney obtained a default judgment to evict
Ms. Charles because she was not present at the first court
appearance. Maryland Legal Aid filed a motion to vacate the
judgment and jury demand – or trial by jury – for the case to be
moved to the Circuit Court for Prince George’s County. The jury
demand was granted.
Additionally, Ms. Charles’ failure to pay rent cases also stemmed
from the domestic violence action. Ms. Charles’ estranged
husband punched her minor son in the face, hit Ms. Charles,
stole her car and emptied her bank account. Because of the
theft, Ms. Charles was unable to pay her rent for two months.
The landlord obtained two judgments for those months. After
filing a motion to vacate both judgments, Ms. Charles obtained
assistance from the Prince George’s County Department of
Social Services and the judgments were vacated in July of 2017,
under the Violence Against Women Act of 1994.
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In January 2018, Ms. Charles called to
inquire about monies owed to the landlord
for legal fees. Per the court documents,
the landlord was obtaining failure to pay
rent judgments against Ms. Charles in
October, November and December of
2017. Due to late fees and six hundred
dollars in arbitrary legal fees. Again, I filed
a motion to vacate citing the Violence
Against Women Act of 1994 and alerting the landlord’s attorney
that the landlord is prohibited from levying legal fees and late
fees to rent that wasn’t paid due to domestic violence. A trial
was held on the judgments and the landlord agreed to vacate
all judgments obtained against Ms. Charles. The landlord also
agreed to dismiss the pending breach of lease case.
All judgments against Ms. Charles have been vacated. Her
rent balance is zero and all extraneous fees are wiped out.
The breach of lease case is also dismissed and closed.

Prince George’s County Department Of Social Services
LATASHA OSEI, Domestic Violence Crisis Worker
A survivor came into the Prince George’s County Family
Justice Center (PGCFJC) after numerous domestic dispute
calls were made to the Prince George’s County Police
Department. She said she received information about the
PGCFJC from one of the police officers who encouraged her
to obtain an order of protection.
When she arrived, she disclosed that she only agreed to come
as she was in fear of losing her children and didn’t wish to
obtain an order of protection because her abuser was the
breadwinner of the home and her income alone could not
maintain the household expenses.
While at the PGCFJC, the client requested to speak with the
Prince George’s County Department of Social Services to
discuss public benefits, financial assistance and housing
options. During our discussion, the client was given an
overview of the programs, applied for both Temporary Cash

Assistance and Food Supplement
Benefits and received information on
how to obtain emergency assistance for
rent and utility payments. Additionally,
she expressed concern for her children’s
progress in school and was referred to
the Prince George’s County Department
of Social Services Community Resource
Advocate located at her children’s school
for follow-up support. Finally, the client was given a thorough
review of the process for obtaining an order of protection
and family maintenance services to assist with household
expenses. Before leaving the PGCFJC, she appeared to be
very hopeful as she stated,

“I never knew I had these options because no one
ever took the time to explain them to me.”

Prince George’s County Police Department
LT. MATT BARBA
As a member of the Prince George’s County Police
Department (PGCPD), I serve as a liaison between the
PGCPD and the Prince George’s County Family Justice
Center (PGCFJC). In this position, I provide a variety of
law enforcement services. However, I truly take pride in
coordinating victim services and advocacy programs to
support victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, elder

abuse and human trafficking. As both
an officer and advocate, the partnership
enables the PGCPD to assist victims
after a traumatic experience has
occurred by providing the strength and
vital resources needed to prevent
further victimization.
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Services
The Prince George’s County Family Justice Center experienced a 75
percent increase in the number of clients seeking services this year.
Our dedicated and skilled team of professionals provided over 2,200
individual services, and made nearly 2,000 on-site referrals. More
than 50 of these cases were addressed through a coordinated and
collaborative team effort.
TYPES OF SERVICES PROVIDED

INTAKES

552

LEGAL
ASSISTANCE

247

SAFETY
PLANNING

SHELTER/
HOUSING

PROTECTION
ORDER

COURT
ACCOMPANIMENT

CRISIS INTERVENTION
COUNSELING

HEALTH &
WELFARE

MENTAL
HEALTH

CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATION

124

65

CRIMINAL
PROSECUTION

3

10

139

222

97

31

CHILD PROTECTIVE ADULT PROTECTIVE
SERVICES
SERVICES

20

2

98

947

NUMBER OF SERVICES PROVIDED

Calls

1,109

Partner referrals from 23
different partners*

2,006
Case
collaborations

64

*On average, clients see two to three partners per visit. The majority request legal assistance and supportive social services,
such as financial and housing assistance.

BREAKDOWN OF PARTNER REFERRALS
Amara Legal Center

2

Bound for Better

5

BTST Services

37

Community Advocates of Family & Youth

997

Catholic Charities

34

Courtney’s House

18

Department of Family Services

57

Department of Social Services

147

Univ. of MD Regional Health: DV/SAC
Fair Girls

99
2

Family Crisis Center

34

House of Ruth

36

Maryland Legal Aid

244

MD Crime Victims Resources Center Inc.

38
16

Nehe Foundation

36

Prince George’s County Sheriff’s Office

91

Prince George’s County State’s Attorney’s Office

25

Prince George’s Community College
Prince George’s County Health Department

36

Prince George’s County Police Department

37

Sexual Assault Legal Institute

35

Still I Rise, Inc.
Women’s Law Center

2
15
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New Initiatives

In 2017, the Prince George’s County Family Justice Center implemented
three new programs to further address the long-term and more
systemic needs of clients.
STAY IN TOUCH (SIT) PROGRAM
Mrs. Paul* had been a victim of domestic violence
during the majority of her more than 20-year marriage.
Her entire marriage consisted of horrific situations of
abuse. Her daughter sought help at the Prince George’s
County Family Justice Center and referred her mother
to the Stay In Touch (SIT) program, an in-depth support
group led by a staff of certified specialists who are
dedicated to help participants effectively address their
urgent care needs and design a practical timeline to
regain their independence. During the group meetings,
Mrs. Paul actively participated in the discussion and
began to address her concerns. Moreover, she started
to regain her self-esteem. The group witnessed her
transform from victim to survivor.
On her first day Mrs. Paul displayed signs and
symptoms of battered woman syndrome, such as
fearfulness and feelings of helplessness. These are
signs that are seen in some women who are physically,
verbally or emotionally abused over an extended
period. She made no eye contact, sat slumped with her
head downcast, and as she tried to speak, the tears
would overwhelm her. When trying to share her story,
Mrs. Paul was often overcome with emotions regarding
the pain she carried. As the weeks progressed, she
began to understand the abuse was not her fault, she
deserved better and she was not alone. One week
during group, Mrs. Paul stood up and took off her long
sleeve jacket as she was accustomed to wearing long
sleeves. In the safety of the group, she began to reveal
one scar after another on her body where her spouse
had bitten chunks of flesh from her arms. Then she
said, “I just had to leave.” And, that was her turning
point. There was no more covering up or tears in group.
She began to share her story with the other members
and make plans for her future. Mrs. Paul became the
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second client to complete the SIT program and was
able to take the next step to true self-empowerment.
The program helped her obtain a work permit and as
a result of her strength and hard work, she was able to
solidify gainful employment. She is excited about the
state of her life and the new possibilities.
On her graduation day from the SIT program, Mrs.
Paul shared with the group that if it weren’t for the
education, compassion and understanding provided by
the facilitators of the program, she would still be home
crying and living in daily fear. She said that we are far
more than counselors, we are angels, allowing each
client who walks through the front door the chance to
achieve a better life. “Attending SIT was the best thing I
could have done,” said Mrs. Paul.
BARBARA HARVARD, Special Victims Advocate,
Office of the Sheriff for Prince George’s County
*The client’s name has been changed to ensure her safety.

ECONOMIC JUSTICE
Living a life with dignity is a fundamental human right.
Unfortunately, this privilege isn’t always afforded
to those who lack economic resources or financial
independence. For victims and survivors of domestic
abuse, this is particularly relevant as many aren’t able
to make decisions regarding their own lives. Abusers
oftentimes attempt to keep victims under their control
by using coercive and manipulative tools to restrict
their access to the family’s finances, such as taking
and/or controlling the victims’ paychecks, opening or
canceling insurance or credit cards without the victims’
knowledge, coercing the victim into signing documents,
preventing the pursuit of education, employment or
transportation, which are all forms of economic abuse.
These punitive and isolating tactics undermine a
survivor’s financial security and negatively impact their
ability to acquire, use or maintain financial resources.
Through the Governor’s Office of Crime Control and
Prevention of Maryland, the Prince George’s County
Family Justice Center, an initiative of the Circuit Court,
was awarded the S.T.O.P. (Services – Training – Officers
– Prosecutors) Violence Against Women Formula
Grant. Under the grant program, which is authorized
by the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) of 1994
and subsequent legislation, the Prince George’s
County Family Justice Center has established an
economic empowerment program to help survivors of

economic abuse obtain or regain financial security and
independence by removing barriers that block their
access to economic justice and stability.
The Economic Justice Program provides legal
representation and educational strategies to enhance
survivors’ financial self-efficacy with access to legal,
social and economic support including child
support, housing, public benefits, opportunities
for career advancement, educational and job
training programs.

TEEN EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM (TEP)
The Prince George’s County Family Justice Center,
an initiative of the Circuit Court, in partnership with
An Earthly Embrace and Prince George’s County
Department of Parks and Recreation, hosted The GlowUp: Teen Empowerment Summit at the Tucker Road
Community Center. The Glow-Up: Teen Empowerment
Summit is the inaugural outreach and educational event
for the Prince George’s County Family Justice Center’s
teen empowerment thrust. The summit provided teens,
ages 13 to 18, the opportunity to learn about teen
dating violence.
The summit opened with remarks by the Honorable
Sheila R. Tillerson Adams, Administrative Judge of
the Circuit Court for Prince George’s County. During
her opening remarks, Judge Adams briefly shared her
vision for the Prince George’s County Family Justice
Center. Following, local artist, Kayla Adams, performed
an original spoken word piece on teen dating violence
and serenaded the attendees with a captivating
rendition of Andra Day’s song, “Rise Up.”
As the teens engaged with one another and local
advocates during their breakout sessions, parents were
encouraged to attend a special session, For Parents

Only. The special session for parents featured
a passionate discussion led by motivational speaker
and domestic violence advocate, Mignon BrownAnderson. Ms. Brown-Anderson recounted her
experience of losing her daughter and niece to
domestic violence several years ago. Annette Solomon,
LLCSW, highlighted the red flags and warning signs
of domestic violence while leading the parents in an
interactive role-playing exercise.
Following, parents and their teens enjoyed an
empowerment session with motivational speaker, Lee
Junior, who encouraged each participant to lay down
their crowns for others. During the conclusion of the
summit, teens and parents expressed their overall
delight with the event. One parent stated, “You have
no idea how many lives were positively changed today
because of this summit.”
The Prince George’s County Family Justice Center
looks forward to providing further discourse
on teen dating violence, an issue significantly
impacting the youngest residents of Prince
George’s County.
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Community Outreach
This past year the PGCFJC has reached over 13,500 community
members during activities throughout Prince George’s County.

14

Volunteers
DEAR VOLUNTEERS:

“We value and appreciate you for your dedication and
commitment to further the causes of the Prince George’s
County Family Justice Center, an initiative of the Circuit
Court. You are an integral component of the team.
We couldn’t do what we do without you!”
In 2017, we were grateful for the generous donation of time and support from our team of 31 volunteers who
contributed more than 3,100 hours working in the office and in the community staffing outreach events.
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Distinguished Community Partners
DELTA SIGMA THETA SORORITY, INC.

ZONTA MID-MARYLAND
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Thank You
Kayla Adams
Ashley Archie
City of Praise Family Ministries
Daughters of Zion Empowerment Center
EYSONU Productions
First Baptist Church of Glenarden – SHABACH! – Emergency
Empowerment Center
Giant Food Store
Governor’s Office of Crime Control & Prevention
Amber Guthrie
Harmony Hall Chapter of DAR
Jack and Jill of America, Inc., National Harbor Chapter
D. Michael Lyles, Esq.
Shelia Malloy
Pastor James Marshall
Maryland Administrative Office of the Courts
Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence
Captain Todd Meggett, Air Force JROTC
More Than Conquerors Art Studio
Patricia Parker
Dr. John Powers
Prince George’s Community College Wellness Center
Prince George’s County Alumnae Chapter Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
Prince George’s County Department of Family Services
Prince George’s County Department of Parks and Recreation
Salvation Army
Topolino Italian Cuisine & Buffet
University of Maryland Prince George’s Hospital Center Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault Center
Sherrie Waldrop
Woodmore South Homeowners Association
YCWA of Anne Arundel County
Zonta International, Club of Mid-Maryland
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The Honorable Sheila R. Tillerson Adams
Administrative Judge of the Circuit Court
for Prince George’s County
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